[Perioperative antiplatelet therapy of patients with coronary stents].
The most feared complication after coronary stent implantation is the acutely occurring stent thrombosis, which usually leads to a myocardial infarction with its relatively high mortality. Dual antiplatelet therapy with acetylsalicylic acid and clopidogrel is currently the standard therapy after coronary stent implantation to prevent a life-threatening stent thrombosis. Surgery appears to increase the risk of stent thrombosis, myocardial infarction, and death, particularly when patients undergo surgery early after stent implantation. The incidence of complications is further increased when dual-antiplatelet therapy is discontinued preoperatively. This article reviews the current data of perioperative problems in patients after percutaneous coronary intervention.